
Coin Collectors Offer Their Two Cents on 
the End of the Penny 
​
For more than a century, the humble penny has been a constant presence in daily life. From 
rattling around in pockets to filling childhood piggy banks, the one-cent coin has long 
symbolized thrift, tradition, and American history. Yet in recent years, growing debate has 
surrounded the future of the penny, with rising production costs and declining purchasing power 
pushing policymakers to reconsider its place in circulation. As conversations about eliminating 
the penny gain momentum, coin collectors have stepped forward to share their insights, 
concerns, and cautious optimism about what the end of the penny could mean. 

The Penny’s Historical Significance 
The penny is more than just spare change. First minted in the late 18th century, it has 
undergone numerous design changes, metal compositions, and symbolic evolutions. From early 
large cents to the iconic Lincoln penny introduced in the early 20th century, the coin reflects 
shifting values, technological advancements, and national identity. 

For collectors, each penny tells a story. Variations in mint marks, errors, and materials have 
turned some pennies into highly sought-after treasures. Rare editions can be worth thousands 
of dollars, reinforcing the idea that even the smallest denomination can hold immense historical 
and monetary value. 

Why the Penny Is Being Questioned 
One of the strongest arguments against keeping the penny in circulation is cost. Producing a 
single penny now costs more than its face value, largely due to rising metal and manufacturing 
expenses. From an economic standpoint, this inefficiency has fueled calls for discontinuation. 

Additionally, inflation has dramatically reduced the penny’s purchasing power. What once 
bought meaningful goods now barely registers in modern transactions. Many consumers leave 
pennies in jars, drawers, or take-a-penny trays, rarely using them for actual purchases. 

From a practical perspective, businesses also face challenges. Counting, storing, and 
transporting pennies adds time and cost, particularly for cash-heavy operations. These 
concerns have made the penny a prime target for reform. 

What Coin Collectors Think About Ending the Penny 



Coin collectors, often seen as guardians of numismatic history, have mixed reactions to the idea 
of eliminating the penny. While some view it as an inevitable step forward, others worry about 
losing a tangible link to the past. 

Preservation Over Circulation 

Many collectors believe that ending circulation does not mean erasing the penny from history. 
On the contrary, removing the coin from everyday use could increase interest in collecting and 
preserving existing pennies. Historically, coins that are discontinued often gain attention, 
especially among new collectors eager to own a piece of a bygone era. 

Collectors emphasize that pennies would still exist in collections, museums, and private 
holdings. The difference would be in how they are valued: no longer as loose change, but as 
historical artifacts. 

Increased Collector Value 

Another common perspective is that the end of the penny could boost its long-term collectibility. 
While most modern pennies would not suddenly become rare, certain years, mint locations, and 
error coins could see increased demand. 

Collectors also note that public awareness plays a role. Media coverage about discontinuation 
often sparks curiosity, driving people to check old jars of coins and learn more about 
numismatics. This renewed interest can benefit the hobby as a whole. 

Emotional and Cultural Attachment 

Despite practical arguments, many collectors acknowledge an emotional attachment to the 
penny. It is often the first coin a child learns about, the foundation of early math lessons, and a 
symbol embedded in language and culture. Phrases like “a penny for your thoughts” or 
“penny-wise” highlight its deep-rooted presence. 

For these collectors, the penny’s disappearance would feel less like an economic decision and 
more like the closing of a familiar chapter. 

Lessons From Other Countries 
Several countries have already eliminated their lowest-denomination coins, offering useful 
insights. In many cases, cash transactions are rounded to the nearest available denomination, 
while electronic payments remain unaffected. 

Collectors point out that in these countries, discontinued coins often became collectibles rather 
than being forgotten. Museums, exhibitions, and private collections preserved their legacy, 
proving that ending circulation does not erase historical significance. 



These examples reassure collectors that the penny’s story would continue, even if its role 
changes. 

How the End of the Penny Could Affect Collecting 
The potential end of the penny may reshape the coin collecting landscape in subtle but 
meaningful ways. 

Entry-Level Collecting 

Pennies have traditionally served as an entry point for beginners due to their affordability and 
availability. If the penny is discontinued, collectors believe other low-cost coins could fill that 
role. Nickels, dimes, or commemorative coins may become the new starting point for young 
hobbyists. 

Education and Awareness 

Collectors see an opportunity for education. Discussions about ending the penny open doors to 
conversations about monetary policy, history, and economics. Coin clubs and educational 
programs could use this moment to attract new audiences and deepen appreciation for currency 
design and evolution. 

Market Stability 

While speculation often follows news of discontinuation, seasoned collectors caution against 
expecting immediate windfalls. Most pennies in circulation are common and will remain so. True 
value lies in rarity, condition, and historical importance, not just in the fact that a coin is no 
longer minted. 

The Broader Economic and Social Impact 
Beyond collecting, the end of the penny could influence daily life in small but noticeable ways. 
Cash transactions may become slightly simpler, and checkout times could be reduced. 
Rounding practices would likely be implemented carefully to avoid disadvantaging consumers. 

Collectors often remind the public that currency evolves continuously. Coins and bills have been 
introduced, redesigned, and retired throughout history. The penny’s potential exit is part of that 
ongoing process. 

A Penny’s Legacy Will Endure 



Whether or not the penny disappears from circulation, its legacy is secure. Coin collectors 
widely agree that the penny will remain a powerful symbol of history, craftsmanship, and cultural 
memory. Its story will continue to be told through collections, exhibitions, and educational efforts. 

For collectors, the end of the penny is not an ending at all, but a transition. It marks the moment 
when a familiar object steps out of everyday use and into a more reflective role as a piece of 
history. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Will the penny stop being legal tender? 

Even if removed from circulation, existing pennies would likely remain legal tender for a period 
of time or indefinitely, depending on policy decisions. 

Will pennies become more valuable if they are discontinued? 

Most pennies will remain common, but certain rare or error coins may increase in collector 
interest over time. 

Why do coin collectors care about the penny? 

Collectors value the penny for its historical significance, design evolution, and role as an 
accessible entry point into coin collecting. 

What happens to pennies already in circulation? 

They would likely be gradually withdrawn from use, saved by collectors, or retained as 
keepsakes. 
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