Raiders Injury News: Brock Bowers Headed to Injured
Reserve Ahead of Week 17 — Full Analysis and Season
Impact

Las Vegas Raiders Confirmed to Place Star TE Brock Bowers on Injured
Reserve

In a significant development for the Las Vegas Raiders and NFL Week 17 injury updates, the
team is reportedly placing tight end Brock Bowers on Injured Reserve (IR), effectively ending
his 2025 season due to a lingering knee issue. The move comes as the Raiders prepare for
their Week 17 contest against the New York Giants and shifts the trajectory of their offensive
plans down the stretch. Multiple reports confirm that Bowers’ placement on IR is imminent,
marking a pivotal moment in the Raiders’ 2025 campaign.

Bowers, one of the most explosive young tight ends in the NFL, has battled knee trouble
throughout the season, which now appears to have reached a point where extended rest and
rehabilitation are necessary. With Las Vegas currently out of playoff contention, the
organization’s priority is ensuring Bowers is fully recovered and ready for the 2026 season.

Bowers’ Injury Timeline and Team Decision

Brock Bowers’ knee issues date back to Week 1 of the 2025 season, when he first suffered the
initial injury. Despite showing flashes of elite production while playing through discomfort early
on, he has struggled to stay fully healthy. Reports indicate that his knee has increasingly limited
his effectiveness and availability, prompting the Raiders to take a conservative but long-term
approach.

Throughout the season, the Raiders’ star tight end has posted solid numbers, leading the team
in receptions, receiving yards, and touchdowns before the injury settlement. Through 12 games,
Bowers recorded 64 catches for 680 yards and seven touchdowns, showcasing his
importance to the Raiders’ offense when healthy.

However, with the Raiders now sitting at a disappointing record and eliminated from postseason
contention, the decision to shut down Bowers and place him on IR suggests a shift toward
rebuilding and prioritizing health over immediate competitiveness.

What IR Means for Bowers and the Raiders
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Placing Brock Bowers on Injured Reserve has several implications for both the player and the
Raiders franchise:

1. Season Ends for Bowers

By moving Bowers to IR, the Raiders officially end his 2025 campaign. This decision allows him
to focus on rehab and recovery without the pressure of returning late in a lost season.
With knee injuries often requiring careful management, especially for a tight end who depends
on agility and burst, this could be a wise long-term strategy.

2. Roster Flexibility

Adding Bowers to injured reserve opens up a roster spot for the Raiders to sign or promote
another player. As Las Vegas navigates the final games of the season, this move gives the
coaching staff flexibility in addressing other areas of need on offense and defense.

3. Impact on Raiders Offense

Without their top tight end, the Raiders will need to lean on backup options like Michael Mayer,
lan Thomas, and Carter Runyon to fill the receiving and blocking roles vacated by Bowers’
absence. Mayer, a reliable pass-catcher and blocker, is expected to lead the tight end rotation in
Weeks 17 and 18.

How Bowers’ Season Played Out

Despite his knee injury, Brock Bowers had several standout performances during the 2025
season. His production earlier in the year demonstrated why he was considered one of the
league’s top young offensive weapons. Although injuries began affecting his consistency, his
early contributions kept the Raiders competitive at times.

Perhaps most telling is the Raiders’ reliance on Bowers as a primary target. Even during stretch
periods where he struggled with yardage, he remained one of the team’s go-to players. While
battling through pain, Bowers still posted important receptions and key offensive contributions,
outlining his resilience and impact as a receiver and blocker.

Season Context: Raiders’ Record and Bowers’ Awards

The Raiders have endured a challenging year, sitting with just two wins on the season as they
enter Week 17. Despite the team’s struggles, Bowers has been a bright spot and a consistent
playmaker when on the field. His contributions helped keep Las Vegas competitive in several
games, though injuries eventually limited his availability and effectiveness.
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In recognition of his talent and performance, Brock Bowers was recently named to the 2026
NFL Pro Bowl team, earning honors despite missing games due to injury. This accolade
reflects both his skill level and the respect he commands across the league.

Looking Ahead: Raiders and 2026 Preparations

With the regular season winding down, the Raiders’ priority will shift toward preparing for the
2026 campaign. Placing Bowers on IR allows him to begin early offseason recovery work and
aim for full health entering next year. For a team that struggled throughout 2025, building around
foundational talents like Bowers remains crucial.

Meanwhile, offensive adjustments will be necessary as Las Vegas navigates its final games
without one of its top playmakers. Emerging players will have opportunities to showcase their
skills and potentially earn roles in the Raiders’ long-term plans.

Final Thoughts

The news that Raiders tight end Brock Bowers is set to be placed on Injured Reserve
ahead of Week 17 marks a major NFL injury development, not just for Las Vegas but for
fantasy football managers, NFL analysts, and fans alike. Ending Bowers’ 2025 season due to a
persistent knee injury underscores the challenges teams face managing player health,
especially when competitive stakes are low.

This move shifts the Raiders’ strategy and opens new questions about offensive depth, future
draft decisions, and how the team will position itself for 2026. For Bowers, the focus now turns
to rehabilitation and a hopeful comeback in peak form next season.

If you're tracking NFL injury news, team rosters, and what key moves like this mean for the
league’s landscape, stay tuned as more updates emerge ahead of Week 17.
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