2025-26 College Football Bowl Game
Schedule: Dates, Times, TV Channels, and
Results

The 2025-26 college football bowl season marks the exciting conclusion of the NCAA football
calendar, bringing together top teams from across conferences for weeks of postseason action.
From early December bowl matchups to the College Football Playoff and national
championship, fans can expect nonstop games, national television coverage, and high-stakes
performances.

This guide provides a complete, SEO-optimized overview of the 2025-26 bowl season,
including the bowl game schedule, TV channels, kickoff times, and score tracking, all in
one place. As games are played, results and final scores are typically updated throughout the
postseason.

Overview of the 2025-26 College Football Bowl Season
The college football bowl season traditionally begins in mid-December and runs through early
January, concluding with the College Football Playoff National Championship Game. More

than 40 bowl games are usually played, featuring teams from Power Five conferences, Group of
Five leagues, and select independents.

Bowl games serve several purposes:

e Rewarding teams for successful regular seasons
e Showcasing programs on national television
e Providing additional practice and development time for players

e Delivering entertainment during the holiday season



Key Bowl Season Dates (2025-26)

While exact kickoff times vary, the bowl! calendar generally follows a familiar structure:

e Mid-December 2025 — Opening bowl games
e Late December 2025 — High-profile and holiday bowls
e Early January 2026 — College Football Playoff semifinals

e Mid-January 2026 — National Championship Game

These dates allow fans to plan viewing schedules well in advance while maintaining flexibility for
final matchups.

2025-26 College Football Bowl Game Schedule (By Date)

Below is a generalized schedule format for the bowl season. Matchups, scores, and times are
updated as games are completed.

Early December Bowl Games

These bowls typically feature Group of Five teams and conference tie-ins.

e Bowl Game: TBD
o Date: Mid-December 2025
o Time: TBD
o TV Channel: ESPN / ESPN2
o Score: TBD
e Bowl Game: TBD
o Date: Mid-December 2025

o Time: TBD



o TV Channel: ESPN / ABC

o Score: TBD

Pre-Christmas Bowl Games

Momentum builds as more nationally recognized teams enter postseason play.

e Bowl Game: TBD
o Date: December 18-20, 2025
o Time: TBD
o TV Channel: ESPN Networks

o Score: TBD

Christmas Week Bowl Games

Games played around the holidays traditionally attract large audiences.

e Bowl Game: TBD
o Date: December 23-26, 2025
o Time: Afternoon / Evening (TBD)
o TV Channel: ABC / ESPN

o Score: TBD

New Year’s Six Bowl Games (2025-26)

The New Year’s Six (NY6) bowls are the most prestigious non-championship games and are
often tied to the College Football Playoff rotation.



Common NY6 bowls include:

e Rose Bowl
e Sugar Bowl
e Orange Bowl
e Cotton Bowl
o Fiesta Bowl

e Peach Bowl

Each game typically features elite teams from top conferences.

e NY6 Bowl Game: TBD
o Date: December 31, 2025 — January 1, 2026
o Time: Prime Time (TBD)
o TV Channel: ESPN / ABC

o Score: TBD

College Football Playoff Games (2025-26)

The expanded College Football Playoff format continues to shape the postseason, with
semifinal games hosted within the bowl structure.

Playoff Semifinals
e CFP Semifinal Game 1
o Date: Early January 2026

o Time: TBD



o TV Channel: ESPN / ABC
o Score: TBD

e CFP Semifinal Game 2
o Date: Early January 2026
o Time: TBD
o TV Channel: ESPN

o Score: TBD

College Football Playoff National Championship

¢ National Championship Game
o Date: Mid-January 2026
o Time: Prime Time (TBD)
o TV Channel: ESPN

o Score: TBD

This game determines the 2025-26 national champion, crowning the top team in college
football.

TV Channels Broadcasting Bowl Games
Most bowl games are televised nationally, making them easy to watch across multiple platforms.

Common Bowl Game Broadcasters

e ESPN - Primary bowl season broadcaster



e ABC - Major bowls and playoff games

e ESPN2/ESPNU - Early and mid-tier bowls

Streaming options are often available through network apps and cable-authenticated services.

How to Track Bowl Game Scores and Updates

During bowl season, fans typically follow live updates through:

e Television broadcasts
e Official conference and team channels

e Sports apps with live score alerts

Scores are finalized at the conclusion of each game and reflected in season records.

Why Bowl Games Matter in College Football

Bowl games go beyond wins and losses. They:

e Influence preseason rankings for the following year
e Impact recruiting momentum
e Serve as farewell games for graduating players

e Offer opportunities for younger players to gain experience

For many programs, a bowl victory can define the success of an entire season.

Frequently Asked Questions



When does the 2025-26 college football bowl season start?

The bowl season generally begins in mid-December 2025.

How many bowl games are played each year?

Typically, 40+ bowl games are played during the postseason.

What are the New Year’s Six bowl games?

They are the six most prestigious bowl games, often tied to the College Football Playoff.
Where can | watch college football bowl games?

Most games air on ESPN and ABC, with additional coverage on ESPN’s family of networks.
When is the national championship game?

The national championship is usually played in mid-January 2026.

Final Thoughts

The 2025-26 college football bowl game schedule promises weeks of competitive matchups,
national exposure, and unforgettable moments. Whether you follow every game or focus on the
playoff race, the bowl season remains one of the most exciting periods in college sports.

As kickoff times, TV channels, and scores are finalized, fans can stay informed by checking
updated schedules throughout December and January. From the opening bowl to the national
championship, the postseason delivers drama, tradition, and championship glory every year.
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