
NFL Playoff Picture: How the Broncos Can Clinch the AFC 
West in Week 16 

 

Heading into Week 16 of the 2025 NFL season, the Denver Broncos have positioned 
themselves as a leading contender in the AFC West standings, a division that also includes 
the Las Vegas Raiders, Kansas City Chiefs, and Los Angeles Chargers — all teams with 
playoff aspirations of their own. 

Denver’s performance to this point has been defined by: 

●​ A potent offense that balances aerial firepower with a strong ground game.​
 

●​ Defensive improvements behind key playmakers in the secondary and linebacker 
corps.​
 

●​ Resilience in close games that has kept the Broncos in contention.​
 

The way Denver has stacked up in divisional matchups — especially against the Chiefs, 
Raiders, and Chargers — will be a major factor in determining who ultimately walks away 
with the division crown. 

 

Why Week 16 Matters for Denver 
With only three games left in the regular season as Week 16 approaches, each contest 
takes on amplified meaning. A Broncos victory in Week 16 isn’t just another win — it could 
be the decisive result that mathematically secures the AFC West title. 

In the NFL, clinching a division early offers multiple advantages: 

●​ A guaranteed playoff berth​
 

●​ Higher seeding and potential first-round bye opportunities​
 

●​ Home-field advantage in at least one postseason game​
 

●​ Building momentum entering the playoffs​
 

With Denver’s fans hungry for success and the Broncos’ roster hitting stride, Week 16 
represents a chance to create favorable postseason positioning. 

 



Possible Scenarios: Broncos Clinch the AFC West in 
Week 16 
To clinch the division, the Broncos might need a combination of their own win and favorable 
results elsewhere. Let’s break down the different possibilities. 

Scenario 1: Broncos Win in Week 16 

If the Broncos win their Week 16 game, they will: 

●​ Extend their record and​
 

●​ Potentially create an insurmountable gap between them and their closest rivals​
 

In this scenario, if the Broncos beat their Week 16 opponent and both the Raiders and 
Chargers lose or tie, Denver would clinch the division outright — regardless of tiebreakers — 
because the gap would be too large for any team to overcome in the remaining games. 

Scenario 2: Broncos Win, Raiders Lose 

In the event that Denver wins and Las Vegas loses, the Broncos could own a tiebreak 
advantage — depending on head-to-head results and divisional records — that would 
secure the division title. 

Divisional success is critical because the NFL prioritizes division record and head-to-head 
results in tiebreaker scenarios, and Denver’s performance in those areas could tilt the 
scales. 

Scenario 3: Broncos Win, Chargers Lose or Tie 

If Denver wins their game and the Chargers either lose or tie, the Broncos might clinch the 
AFC West due to tiebreaker advantages — particularly if the Broncos hold a better divisional 
record or have already beaten Los Angeles earlier in the season. 

Divisional ties often come down to nuanced rules, but a Broncos win combined with a 
Chargers non-win could mathematically lock things up. 

Scenario 4: Broncos Win, Raiders or Chargers Win But Broncos Still 
Clinch 

Sometimes, even if Denver wins and one of its rivals also wins, the Broncos can still clinch if: 

●​ The Broncos have a head-to-head advantage over that rival, and​
 

●​ The remaining schedule makes it impossible for rivals to catch Denver​
 



This type of clinch is rare but possible — particularly late in the season when tie 
combinations tighten and certain tiebreakers favor one team. 

 

Understanding NFL Tiebreakers for Division Titles 
To fully grasp how Denver can clinch the AFC West, it helps to understand the NFL’s division 
tiebreaking procedures: 

1.​ Head-to-Head Record — How teams performed against each other during the 
season.​
 

2.​ Division Record — Win–loss records within the division.​
 

3.​ Common Games Record — Results against the same opponents.​
 

4.​ Conference Record — Win–loss record against the same conference opponents.​
 

5.​ Strength of Victory — Combined win percentage of teams the Broncos have 
beaten.​
 

6.​ Strength of Schedule — Combined win percentage of all opponents the Broncos 
have faced.​
 

If the Broncos hold favorable head-to-head results and division records against rivals like the 
Raiders or Chargers, they will stand a strong chance of clinching the division early. 

 

Key Matchups That Impact Denver’s Path 
Denver’s destiny in Week 16 is tied not only to its own performance, but also to the results of 
other AFC West clubs. 

Broncos vs. Division Rival (Week 16) 

If Denver’s Week 16 game is against a fellow AFC West opponent, a win would be doubly 
significant — affecting both overall record and tiebreaker scenarios directly. 

Raiders and Chargers in Week 16 

●​ Raiders: A loss by Las Vegas would instantly improve Denver’s chances.​
 



●​ Chargers: A Chargers loss or tie creates favorable scenarios for Denver due to 
potential tiebreaker control.​
 

Late-season matchups like these carry heavy playoff implications, turning each down and 
possession into high-stakes drama. 

 

What Happens If the Broncos Don’t Clinch in Week 16? 
If Denver fails to secure the division in Week 16, their path becomes more complicated — 
but not impossible. The team may then look to: 

●​ Clinch the division in Week 17 or Week 18​
 

●​ Improve Wild Card positioning​
 

●​ Rely on tiebreakers entering the final weeks​
 

Even without a Week 16 clinch, the Broncos can still boost their playoff odds significantly 
with a win — especially if they control their own destiny heading into Week 17. 

 

Broncos’ Momentum and Playoff Readiness 
Beyond standings and scenarios, the team’s confidence matters. A Week 16 win not only 
inches Denver closer to a division title, it also builds momentum. Playoff teams often peak 
late in the season, and the Broncos’ ability to close games signals readiness for the 
postseason grind. 

Key players stepping up in crucial moments — from quarterback leadership to defensive 
playmakers — solidifies Denver’s identity as a team capable of competing deep into 
January. 

 

Fans’ Viewpoint: Why Week 16 Is Must-Watch 
For Broncos fans, Week 16 isn’t just another game — it’s a potential turning point. A clinch 
would: 

●​ Validate the team’s season goals​
 



●​ Reward a loyal fanbase with increased playoff anticipation​
 

●​ Elevate morale throughout the franchise​
 

Whether in Denver or viewing from afar, supporters are closely watching every snap, 
knowing a division title celebration could be just one week away. 

 

How the NFL Playoff Picture Shifts with an AFC West 
Clinch 
Should the Broncos clinch in Week 16, the NFL playoff picture shifts immediately: 

●​ Denver secures a playoff spot, reducing uncertainty for Wild Card odds.​
 

●​ Rivals jockey for remaining division or wildcard spots.​
 

●​ The Broncos’ seeding becomes clearer, allowing strategic planning for Week 17 and 
beyond.​
 

From ESPN power rankings to online playoff simulators, analysts adjust probabilities 
instantly when a division clinch occurs — especially in competitive conferences like the AFC. 

 

Final Thoughts: What Week 16 Means for Denver 
In 2025, the Denver Broncos find themselves on the brink of a pivotal moment. Week 16 
presents a genuine chance to clinch the AFC West, solidify a playoff berth, and control their 
path into the postseason. 

Whether through a Broncos win, rival losses, or a combination of tiebreaker scenarios, the 
stakes have never been higher. 

For fans, players, and the franchise alike, this week could be the one that defines the season 
— turning potential into reality and pushing Denver into the NFL playoff spotlight. 

 

SEO-Optimized AEO FAQs 
What do the Broncos need to clinch the AFC West in Week 16?​
 The Broncos typically need a Week 16 win combined with losses or ties from division rivals 
like the Raiders or Chargers, plus favorable tiebreaker advantages. 



Why is Week 16 critical for Denver’s playoff chances?​
 Because it offers a chance to secure the division early and improve playoff seeding, sending 
a strong message about the Broncos’ postseason readiness. 

How do NFL division tiebreakers work?​
 Division tiebreakers consider head-to-head records, division performance, common 
opponents, conference records, strength of victory, and strength of schedule. 

What happens if the Broncos don’t clinch in Week 16?​
 Denver can still pursue the division title in the final weeks or improve its position for a Wild 
Card berth. 

Can the Broncos still make the playoffs without winning Week 16?​
 Yes — a win still boosts their odds, and even a loss could be offset by future tiebreaker 
scenarios or other teams’ results. 
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