Ukraine War Update: Zelenskyy Denies Russian Claims of
Drone Attack on Putin’s Residence

In a dramatic escalation of the ongoing conflict between Ukraine and Russia, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has forcefully rejected Russian assertions that Ukraine
launched a drone attack on one of President Vladimir Putin’s official residences. The
incident, first reported by Moscow on December 29, 2025, has rapidly become a flashpoint in
international coverage of the war, drawing global attention and significant diplomatic reactions.

Russia’s foreign ministry, led by Sergei Lavrov, claimed that Ukrainian forces attempted to
strike a state residence of Vladimir Putin in the Novgorod region using at least 91 long-range
drones. According to the Kremlin, all drones were intercepted and destroyed by Russian air
defenses, and there were no reported casualties or structural damage. Moscow has framed the
alleged operation as a serious breach of Russian security and a cause for reassessing its
negotiating position in ongoing peace talks.

However, Ukraine’s leadership has dismissed these claims in the strongest possible terms.
President Zelenskyy labeled the accusations as “fabrications” and “typical Russian lies”,
asserting that Russia is using this narrative to undermine diplomatic progress and justify further
military action against Ukraine. He emphasized that Ukraine has not conducted any such
operation targeting Putin’s residences or other locations deep inside Russian territory.

Zelenskyy’s Denial: Peace Talks at Risk

Zelenskyy’s response came amid ongoing diplomatic efforts, including recent high-level
discussions with the United States. Just days before Russia’s allegations, Zelenskyy met with
U.S. President Donald Trump in Florida, where they discussed a proposed 20-point peace
plan designed to bring an end to the conflict. According to Ukrainian officials, significant
progress had been made, though critical issues like territorial control of the Donbas region and
the status of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant remained unresolved.

In rejecting Moscow’s claim, Zelenskyy accused the Kremlin of intentionally spreading
disinformation to derail these diplomatic efforts. He warned that Russia might use the alleged
drone attack as a pretext for launching fresh strikes against Ukrainian cities, including Kyiv, and
for abandoning or reshaping the peace negotiation framework.

“We have made meaningful progress in talks with our partners, but false reports and
misinformation are being used to sabotage peace,” Zelenskyy said in comments to international
media. He urged the global community to recognize and condemn what he described as a
deliberate strategy to sow discord and delay a peaceful resolution to the war.
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Russian Narrative: Retaliation and Diplomatic Pressure

From the Russian perspective, the alleged drone attack has significant implications. Foreign
Minister Lavrov told state media that the incident would prompt Russia to reevaluate its
approach to negotiations, suggesting that Moscow might adopt a more confrontational stance
moving forward. Lavrov also warned that Moscow had identified potential Ukrainian targets for
retaliatory action, though specific locations were not disclosed.

In Moscow’s official account, the drones were launched overnight toward one of Putin’s
residences near the border region, but were all intercepted by robust air defense systems.
Kremlin officials also reported that Putin briefed President Trump about the situation in a phone
call, with Russian aides claiming that Trump expressed “shock” over the alleged attack.

Despite such assertions, independent verification of this alleged attack is lacking. No
independent evidence, such as satellite imagery or third-party confirmation, has surfaced to
corroborate Russia’s version of events. International observers have not confirmed any damage,
casualties, or even the presence of drones in the vicinity of the claimed target.

Global Reaction and the Peace Process

The disputed drone incident has reverberated across diplomatic channels. Many Western
leaders and analysts have expressed skepticism regarding Russia’s claims, viewing them
through the lens of longstanding mistrust and information warfare between the two sides.
Ukrainian officials, backed by Germans and other NATO allies, have publicly accused Moscow
of using the story as a pretext for escalating military operations and weakening Ukraine’s
international support.

This development comes at a critical moment in the nearly four-year conflict, which has seen
sustained battle lines, relentless aerial assaults, and repeated attempts at brokering ceasefires.
The war, which began with Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in early 2022, has shaped
global geopolitics, disrupted economies, and triggered widespread humanitarian crises.

The alleged attack narrative has also highlighted the fragility of the current peace negotiations.
While both Kyiv and Washington had indicated forward momentum in discussions—with the
U.S. proposing a 15-year security guarantee framework and Ukraine advocating for even
longer protections—the sudden emergence of this controversy threatens to overshadow those
efforts. Critics argue that such disputes could diminish trust and discourage further engagement
from key international actors.

Information Warfare and Propaganda Concerns

Analysts note that the Russia-Ukraine conflict has been marked by intense information
warfare, with each side leveraging media and strategic messaging to shape domestic and
international perceptions. False or exaggerated claims have surfaced periodically, complicating
efforts to establish a factual baseline for civilian audiences and policymakers alike.
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In this context, Zelenskyy’s rejection of the drone attack allegation underscores Ukraine’s
broader strategy of countering Russian narratives and maintaining support from Western
governments, media, and public opinion. Ukraine has consistently argued that Moscow exploits
fabricated incidents to justify military escalation, distract from battlefield setbacks, and weaken
Western resolve.

What’s Next?

With both Kiev and Moscow doubling down on their conflicting narratives, the situation remains
fluid. The international community continues to monitor the conflict, weighing diplomatic
strategies alongside economic sanctions, military aid, and peace initiatives.

Observers anticipate that further statements from U.S., EU, and NATO officials will shape
how the alleged drone incident influences broader peace efforts. Meanwhile, Ukraine remains
firm in its refusal to acknowledge any responsibility for the reported attack and continues to
advocate for a negotiated end to hostilities that respects its sovereignty and territorial integrity.

As events unfold, the world watches closely, recognizing that misinformation, military
strategy, and diplomatic negotiations are all intertwined in one of the most consequential
conflicts of the 21st century.
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