Insurance Coverage for Hepatitis B
Vaccines Will Remain Free Despite New
CDC Advisory Changes

Health officials and insurers confirm families will still receive no-cost hepatitis B
vaccines for newborns through at least 2026

A major shift in US immunization guidelines has sparked concerns among parents and public
health advocates—but federal health officials and insurance industry leaders say that coverage
for the hepatitis B vaccine will not change. Children will continue to receive the vaccine at no
out-of-pocket cost, despite the CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP)
voting to revise its long-standing recommendations for newborns.

The unexpected change, driven by ACIP members appointed by US Health and Human
Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., ended the policy of universally vaccinating all
newborns at birth. The new recommendation suggests that babies born to mothers who test
negative for hepatitis B should first undergo consultation with a doctor or qualified
healthcare provider before receiving the vaccine.

While the updated guidance has sparked debate and fears of reduced vaccination rates,
insurers say that coverage requirements under federal law remain intact—at least through
the next several years.

What Changed in ACIP’s Hepatitis B Guidance?

For decades, CDC guidance recommended that every newborn receive the first hepatitis B
vaccine dose within 24 hours of birth, regardless of maternal status. This approach
dramatically reduced mother-to-child transmission and helped close immunity gaps among
infants.

ACIP’s new policy, however, introduces two major changes:

1. Parents of babies born to hepatitis B-negative mothers must consult a healthcare
provider before immunization.
This is a form of shared clinical decision-making, which requires discussion but not a



prescription.

2. Babies who do not receive the vaccine at birth should wait at least two months
before receiving their first dose.

Health officials warn that these requirements could create confusion, generate unnecessary
barriers, and ultimately lead to fewer infants being vaccinated on time. The fewer
opportunities parents have to vaccinate early, the more likely children are to fall behind or miss
doses entirely.

Insurance Providers Reaffirm Full Vaccine Coverage

Amid concerns that the change in ACIP’s classification could weaken insurance obligations, two
major healthcare industry groups made clear that coverage will remain the same.

Blue Cross Blue Shield Association (BCBSA)

A spokesperson confirmed that BCBSA plans will continue to cover all ACIP-recommended
vaccines as of January 1, 2025, with no cost-sharing, through at least 2026. Plans will
comply with federal and state insurance laws and meet customer and program requirements.

AHIP (America’s Health Insurance Plans)

AHIP also reaffirmed that its member insurers will cover all ACIP-recommended vaccines as
of September 1, 2025, again with no patient cost, regardless of how ACIP classifies a vaccine
(routine, risk-based, or shared clinical decision-making).

These commitments were issued before ACIP announced additional changes in fall 2024
regarding COVID-19 vaccines and the combined measles-mumps-rubella-varicella (MMRV)
vaccine.

Why Parents Worried About Coverage Requirements

Under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), most private insurers must fully cover vaccines listed on
ACIP’s immunization schedule. Medicaid also follows ACIP guidance to determine which
vaccines must be covered without out-of-pocket charges.

The concern arose because:



e ACIP shifted several vaccines—including hepatitis B and COVID-19—into the shared
clinical decision-making category.

e Some parents and providers feared this might weaken the ACA’'s coverage mandate.

e Critics worried insurers could begin requiring cost-sharing, copays, or documentation.

However, health policy experts have confirmed that this will not affect vaccine coverage.

Jen Kates of KFF explains

According to Jen Kates, senior vice president for global and public health policy at KFF, the
ACA still requires insurers to cover these vaccines fully:

“The change today will have an impact, but not on insurance coverage.”

The impact she referred to is behavioral: the likelihood that fewer newborns will receive the
vaccine, not that insurance companies will refuse to cover it.

What About the Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program?

ACIP also voted to apply shared clinical decision-making to hepatitis B vaccination for families
participating in the federal Vaccines for Children (VFC) program.

This program provides free vaccines for children who are:

e uninsured
e underinsured
e enrolled in Medicaid
e American Indian or Alaska Native
According to Dr. Georgina Peacock, director of the CDC’s Immunization Services Division,

VFC will continue covering hepatitis B vaccines regardless of the updated recommendation,
provided the final CDC endorsement matches ACIP’s vote.




CMS Confirms: Coverage Rules for Medicare and
Medicaid Remain Stable

A representative from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) also clarified that
the wording change to “individual-based decision-making” does not affect coverage
requirements for public insurance programs.

Hepatitis B immunizations will still be fully covered without cost-sharing for eligible populations.

Why Public Health Experts Are Concerned

While insurers, Medicaid, and VFC will continue covering the hepatitis B vaccine, medical
professionals worry the revised guidance could unintentionally:

e Reduce the number of newborns vaccinated before hospital discharge

e Increase missed immunizations due to scheduling delays

e Create unnecessary administrative and emotional burden for new parents

e Reverse progress in preventing chronic hepatitis B infection in infants
Hepatitis B is a highly infectious viral disease that can cause lifelong liver damage, cirrhosis,
and cancer. Infants are especially vulnerable: up to 90% of babies infected at birth develop
chronic infection.

Universal newborn vaccination at birth has long been regarded as one of the most effective
public health interventions for preventing transmission.

What Happens Next?

The CDC still needs to finalize its official recommendations, but historically the agency almost
always aligns with ACIP’s vote. If implemented, the new hepatitis B policy will reshape newborn
immunization practices across the country.

However:



e Insurance coverage will remain unchanged through 2026.

e Parents in both private insurance plans and the VFC program will still pay nothing
for the vaccine.

e Hospitals and clinicians will need to develop new workflows to guide parents
through shared decision-making.

Public health advocates emphasize that parents should continue to vaccinate newborns
promptly, regardless of the updated classification.

Final Takeaway: Cost Won’t Be a Barrier, but Confusion
Might Be

The hepatitis B vaccine will continue to be fully covered by insurance, Medicaid, and the
Vaccines for Children program. The real challenge ahead will be ensuring that the new shared
decision-making requirement does not delay or reduce vaccination rates among newborns.

As experts warn, the policy’s biggest impact won'’t be financial—it will be about access, timing,
and clarity.
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