Bradford Selectboard Takes Action on
Waits River Road Property Following
Ongoing Trash Complaints

The Bradford Selectboard has taken formal action regarding a property on Waits River Road
after receiving repeated complaints from residents about excessive trash and debris. The
decision reflects the town’s broader commitment to public health, environmental responsibility,
and maintaining community standards. Local officials say the issue has persisted for months,
prompting a coordinated response aimed at bringing the property back into compliance with
municipal regulations.

The situation highlights a common challenge faced by small towns: balancing individual property
rights with the collective well-being of the community. In Bradford’s case, officials emphasized
that the action taken was not punitive but corrective, intended to resolve ongoing concerns while
providing the property owner with a clear path forward.

Background of the Waits River Road Complaint
Residents living near the Waits River Road property began raising concerns after noticing an
accumulation of household waste, discarded materials, and general debris on the site.
According to town officials, complaints increased over time as the volume of trash grew and
remained unaddressed.
Neighbors reported worries about:

e Unpleasant odors during warmer months

e Attraction of rodents and wildlife

e Potential environmental contamination

e Visual impact on the surrounding area

Such conditions, officials noted, can affect not only nearby homes but also local waterways and
public safety.



Selectboard Review and Discussion
During a recent Bradford Selectboard meeting, members reviewed the history of the property

and the steps already taken by the town. This included previous warnings, informal outreach,
and opportunities for voluntary cleanup.

Board members discussed:

e The duration of the problem
e Previous attempts at communication
e Applicable town ordinances and state regulations

e Possible enforcement options

After reviewing the situation, the Selectboard agreed that further inaction could set a negative
precedent and undermine the town’s ability to enforce health and safety standards consistently.

Official Action Taken by the Town

The Selectboard voted to move forward with a formal enforcement process. This action
authorizes the town to require cleanup of the property within a specified timeframe, in
accordance with local nuisance and solid waste ordinances.

Key components of the action include:

1. Formal Notice
The property owner will receive written notice outlining the violations and required
corrective measures.

2. Compliance Deadline
A clear deadline has been established for removing trash and restoring the property to
an acceptable condition.

3. Potential Follow-Up Measures
If compliance is not achieved, the town may pursue additional steps allowed under
municipal and state law.



Officials stressed that enforcement is a last resort and that the town remains open to
cooperation from the property owner.

Why Trash Complaints Are Taken Seriously

Local governments are required to address unmanaged waste because of its wide-ranging
impacts. In Bradford, officials pointed to several reasons why trash complaints demand prompt
attention.

Public Health Concerns

Uncollected trash can attract pests such as rats, raccoons, and insects, which may carry
disease. Standing waste can also create unsanitary conditions that pose risks to nearby
residents.

Environmental Protection

Improperly stored trash can leach harmful substances into the soil and waterways, particularly
during heavy rainfall. With the Waits River nearby, officials emphasized the importance of
preventing runoff and pollution.

Community Standards and Property Values

Large accumulations of trash can affect neighborhood appearance and property values. Town
leaders noted that maintaining reasonable standards helps preserve the character and livability
of Bradford.

Balancing Enforcement and Compassion

Selectboard members acknowledged that situations involving property maintenance can be
complex. Financial hardship, health issues, or other personal challenges may contribute to a
property falling into disrepair.

For this reason, Bradford’s approach prioritizes:

e Clear communication

e Reasonable timelines



e Opportunities for voluntary compliance

Officials stated that the goal is not to penalize residents unnecessarily, but to resolve problems
in a way that supports both individuals and the broader community.

Community Reaction and Resident Input

Many residents who attended or followed the Selectboard meeting expressed relief that action is
being taken. Some neighbors said they had raised concerns multiple times and were eager to
see progress.

At the same time, community members encouraged the town to continue handling the matter
respectfully and fairly. Several residents emphasized the importance of transparency and
consistent enforcement across all similar cases.

What Happens Next

The next steps depend largely on the property owner’s response to the town’s notice. If cleanup
begins promptly and meets the town’s requirements, no further action may be necessary.

However, if the property remains non-compliant after the deadline, the town may consider:

e Additional fines or penalties
e Town-coordinated cleanup with costs assessed to the property

e |Legal remedies permitted under local or state law

Town officials indicated they will monitor the situation closely and provide updates as
appropriate.

Broader Implications for Bradford

The Waits River Road case serves as a reminder of the importance of local ordinances and
active civic engagement. It also reinforces the Selectboard’s role in addressing quality-of-life
issues that directly affect residents.



By taking action, Bradford officials hope to:

e Encourage early reporting of similar concerns
e Promote responsible property maintenance

e Ensure fair and consistent enforcement

The situation may also prompt future discussions about expanding support services or
resources for residents struggling with property upkeep.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why did the Bradford Selectboard intervene?

The Selectboard acted after repeated trash complaints raised concerns about public health,
environmental safety, and neighborhood conditions.

Is the property owner being fined?

At this stage, the town has issued a formal notice and compliance deadline. Further penalties
depend on whether corrective action is taken.

What ordinances apply to this situation?

Local nuisance and solid waste ordinances govern property maintenance and waste disposal in
Bradford.

Can the town clean up the property itself?

If the owner fails to comply, the town may arrange cleanup as permitted by law and recover
associated costs.

How can residents report similar issues?

Residents are encouraged to contact the town office or attend Selectboard meetings to raise
concerns.

Conclusion



The Bradford Selectboard’s decision to take action on the Waits River Road property
underscores the town’s commitment to protecting public health, the environment, and
community standards. While the situation has been a source of frustration for nearby residents,
officials are hopeful that a clear and cooperative path forward will lead to a positive resolution.

As Bradford continues to grow and evolve, cases like this demonstrate the importance of
responsive local governance and shared responsibility in maintaining a safe and welcoming
community.
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